Prosperity in Your Business

AND UNTO ADAM HE SAID, BECAUSE THOU HAST HEARKENED UNTO THE
VOICE OF THY WIFE, AND HAST EATEN OF THE TREE, OF WHICH | COMMANDED
THEE, SAYING, THOU SHALT NOT EAT OF IT: CURSED IS THE GROUND FOR THY
SAKE; IN SORROW SHALT THOU EAT OF IT ALL THE DAYS OF THY LIFE; THORNS
ALSO AND THISTLES SHALL IT BRING FORTH TO THEE; AND THOU SHALT EAT THE
HERB OF THE FIELD; IN THE SWEAT OF THY FACE SHALT THOU EAT BREAD, TILL
THOU RETURN UNTO THE GROUND; FOR OUT OF IT HAST THOU TAKEN: FOR
DUST THOU ART, AND UNTO DUST SHALT THOU RETURN.

GENESIS 3:17-19

Before the curse, God commanded Adam to take care of the garden and
guard it (Genesis 2:15). Nothing would hinder the production of the ground, and each
seed would produce in abundance. So business began in the garden before the curse
entered. Because work existed before the curse, it will also exist after the curse is

removed. Moreover, business will flourish during Christ's millennial reign.

When Adam sinned, the ground was cursed. Notice in verse 18 that the ground
would be hindered by thorns and thistles, but not stopped. Despite the curse, the
ground would produce. There is a curse against business, also. Competition, taxes,
safety standards, insurance, malpractice, and changing technology are only a few of
the hurdles to overcome in the business world. Despite these obstacles, however, your
business can prosper. An experienced farmer knows that tares have a short life, but
wheat endures. You will have to work by the sweat of your brow and be faithful, but

you can eat (Genesis 3:19).

..HE THAT GIVETH, LET HIM DO IT WITH SIMPLICITY [NOT FOR OUTWARD
SHOWI....

ROMANS 12:8

There is as much a calling into business as there is into a pulpit ministry. In the

Old Testament, Moses told his people that it was God who gave them the power and



ability to make money (Deuteronomy 8:18). God has not changed in the New
Testament. He still gives talents and spiritual power to generate wealth in this cursed
world. The purpose of the New Testament remains the same as in the Old, "...to
establish the covenant." A businessman or woman is called by God to financially

support those who preach the gospel.

Soldiers have always been supported by public funds. David said the men who
went into battle would be rewarded equally with those who remained at home to
continue daily life (I Samuel 30:24). Those who stayed with the businesses funded those
who went to battle. David was Breaking prophetically when he declared those who

"stay by the stuff” to be equal with those who went to battle.

If God has called you into business, don't quit to go into mission work or
evangelism because a minister makes you feel inferior to others in pulpit or full-time
ministries. A businessman who tries to be a preacher is as bad as a preacher who tries
to be a businessman. The businessman or woman should stay with their divine call to

make profit, expand their business, and finance the gospel.

SCRIPTURAL PRINCIPLES FOR SUCCES$$ IN BUSINESS

Sowing good seeds into your business today will insure its success tomorrow and
for generations to come. God would love to make an enduring enterprise of your
business even more than you would. He would like to have your heritage use the
business to spread the gospel for many more years to come. Some important scriptural

principles to follow include:

1. Dedicate the business to the Lord. It is not your business but the Lord's. He
owns everything anyway (Psalm 50:10,11)! He only asks you to be a wise

steward over His possessions.

2. Pray daily over your business. If God will lead, guide, direct, protect, heal,
forgive, and prosper you. He will do it for your business, also. Businesses are just
groups of people. Pray over purchases, sales, investments, hiring, expansion, and

the host of other areas faced daily in business. An ounce of prayer is worth a pound



of repentance!

3. Quit looking for quick riches. Overnight riches take on owvernight wings
(Proverbs 23:5). God wants to give you "durable riches" (Proverbs 8:18).
Remember, God blesses your business like He blesses you. Your business will
"prosper and be in health as your soul prospers” (3 John 2). You did not
understand the whole realm of Christian doctrine the day after you were saved,
and neither will your riches come in this way. It is "...first the blade, then the ear,
after that the full corn in the ear" (Mark 4:28), "...some thirtyfold, some sixty,
and some an hundred” (Mark 4:20), and "..that good, and acceptable, and
perfect, will of God" (Romans 12:2).

4. Don't enter into a partnership with an unbeliever.

BE YE NOT UNEQUALLY YOKED TOGETHER WITH UNBELIEVERS: FOR
WHAT FELLOWSHIP HATH RIGHTEOUSNESS WITH UNRIGHTEOUSNESS?
AND WHAT COMMUNION HATH LIGHT WITH DARKNESS?

2 CORINTHIANS 6:14

Although this verse is usually used for marriage, it was primarily directed to the
businessman of Corinth. Should you bring in a partner, like a marriage, you should not
be joined to an unbeliever, but a mature believer with the same vision and convictions

You possess.

5. Hire spiritually mature believe is employees. Employees are junior partners in
your business (see principle 4). Since Christians can often steal, cheat, and lie
better than sinners, screen your applicants by the Holy Spirit more than their
qualifications. Remember, most of the lists of sins in the New Testament are sins

of believers, not unbelievers!

6. Be a giver from your business. If the "liberal soul shall be made fat
(prosperous)” (Proverbs 11:25), then so will the liberal business. Don't hide
behind the excuse of many businessmen, "My assets are not liquid." Why didn't

you give when they were liquid? When you first receive is when God asks for it.



Abram was met by Melchizedek immediately after his victory over the kings.
He gave tithes to the priest while he still had cash, before he could invest it in

land, cattle, or sheep.

HONOUR THE LORD WITH...THE FIRSTFRUITS OF ALL THINE INCREASE: SO
SHALL THY BARNS BE FILLED WITH PLENTY, AND THY PRESSES SHALL
BURST OUT WITH NEW WINE.

PROVERBS 3:9,10

By lining up your business practices with the Word of God, you will see this
scripture fulfilled in your life. Giving to the work of the Lord will become a great joy
and pleasure to you. More than that, you will be rewarded throughout eternity for the

ministry your finances made possible.
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